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  The St. Stanislaus Story - Eight and One-Half Decades  
  of Excellence and The Pursuit Thereof.
   85 yearas od Faithful Service to God Saint Stanislaus Parish
  of East Chicago, IN., p. 9-12.  CAP at Orchard Lake. 

 Before the turn of the century, Lake County was becoming an industrial center and the 
East Chicago area, in particular, was found to hold great possibilities because of its location in 
proximity to Chicago, the promise of unparalleled shipping facilities, combining rail and water. 
East Chicago became a town in 1889 and then a city in 1893.

 East Chicago, advertised as a "twentieth century wonder where rail and water meet." This 
slogan did much to attract many industries to locate within its borders, including Inland Steel.

 The slogan also served to attract workers and residents, a majority of them coming westward 
from the textile mills and the coal mining towns of Pennsylvania. A large portion came directly 
from the European Balkans, specifically Poland. The Chicago Polish language newspaper. "Dzien- 
nik Związkowy" sent to the homeland by friends and relatives heralding the need for workers 
did most to attract adventurous immigrants from Poland.

 It was about 1886 that the first evidence of Polish arrivals began to surface, the numbers 
increasing each month. With them they brought their Faith - a great Devotion to God. Attending 
Mass was as necessary as food. They traveled by horse, horse-drawn carriages, even walking the 
long distance to north Hammond, where the nearest church existed at that time, St. Casimir. 
Fathers Casimir Kobyliński and Peter Kahellek ministered to the spiritual needs of their regular 
parishioners, and welcomingly accommodated the increasing number of new worshippers.

 Action was taken in 1896, Father Kobyliński gained permission from the Diocese to build a 
Church in East Chicago. 150th and Baring Avenue was the location where a wood-frame structure 
was erected and dedicated to St. Michael. Father Kobyliński served at this new site, dividing his 
time and continuing his duties at St. Casimir.

 The first resident pastor was Father John Kubacki arriving in 1900. The congregation kept 
mounting in numbers, it being obvious that more ground would be needed to serve the needs 
of the Church, rectory and. hopefully, soon a school. It was then that the land was purchased 
at 150th and Magoun Avenue, bordered on the east by Forsythe Avenue.

 The Church structure was moved to its new site, and with the change in location came the 
change in the Church's name to St. Stanislaus of Krakow, Bishop and Martyr.
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 Pastor Kubacki, obviously a hard-working, industrious Priest, recognizing the need for con-
tinuing expansion, placed much dependence on the parishioners. A great number responding 
in the development and building of facilities, which in short time was the first school, a four 
- classroom, coal-stove-heated structure. Four Sisters were brought in to teach, handling 230 
students. This was 1903. The Sisters of the St. Joseph Order of St. Francis taking over the task 
of educating the children of this young and energetic Parish.

 Father Kubacki is also credited with forming the first Choir which he named and dedicated 
to St. Cecilia. The Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary was another first credited to Father 
Kubacki. Appointed was a Church Committee, most of them doubling as the ushers. At first he 
trained the Mass servers, the Sisters absorbing this responsibility and the care of the Altar. The 
photo of the first group of Mass servers included many young men who later in life became 
prominent in the Polish business community. The existence of the St. Cecilia Choir, performing 
in a community program in 1903, is mentioned in the 75th Anniversary history of East Chicago 
published in 1975.

 The next structural undertaking is credited to Father Joseph Bolka, who succeeded Father 
Kubacki in 1904. He directed the building of a rectory and convent, at the same time enlarging 
the Church. With the financial help of the Choir and Rosary Society, side altars were added. A 
small force of men volunteers handled the landscaping and garden beautification of the grounds 
surrounding the Parish-owned white painted buildings which blended well in the neighborhood 
of well maintained homes, lawns and gardens.

 Father Peter Budnik arrived on the scene in 1908 and his reign would continue to 1923. 
About this time, the need for more-permanent type buildings was obvious. Also needed were 
more classrooms, and the walls of the Church were bulging with increasing Mass attendance. 
It was then that the pale red-brick structure, which presently serves as our Church, was built. 
The third-floor and second-floor east consisted of much-needed classrooms. A choir loft and 
new organ provided the vocalists with a degree of privacy and thus encouraging shy individuals 
a better opportunity to develop their vocal abilities. The old school building was remodeled 
and served as a hall and auditorium until the coming of the Memorial Hall and School which 
got under construction in 1922.

 Replacing the wooden-structured Rectory and Convent with brick buildings also took place, 
under the helm ship of Father Budnik.

 With the continuing growth in the congregation and responsibilities, Father Budnik requested 
and was given cleric assistance. 1911 through 1922 the following Priests served as Assistants: 
Fathers Joseph Zieliński, Anthony Górek, Aloysius Jarka, Michael Gadacz (who is credited with 
the founding of Troop 7), and Father Michael Petzold. In 1923, Father Budnik resigned the pastor 
ship to enter the Franciscan Order in Pulaski. Wisconsin.

 Father Julian Skrzypinski succeeded Father Budnik in 1923, who already had the Memorial Hall 
and School Building under construction which he started in 1922. In addition to more modern 
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classroom facilities, the new building plans called for a gymnasium and community cen¬ter. As 
a community center - Memorial Hall was just that. Included were two bowling lanes and pool 
and billiard equipment which was put to good use by the younger parishioners. The gymnasium 
doubled as a hall and served as the site for wedding receptions and dance socials. A 300-seat 
auditorium on the second floor accommodated the needs of young and old thespians: staged 
plays and concerts for the budding musicians. A movie-projection enclosure made possible 
the showing of movies to the students and the parishioners. Mostly silent films were shown, 
however when talkies came into existence, adaptable equipment was added. Polish-dialogued 
sound movies were imported from Poland and arrangements made for infrequent showings 
for the enjoyment of the older members of the parish.

 On January 18, 1958 a disastrous fire totally destroyed the Memorial Hall and School Building. 
A bitterly cold and windy day added to the problems of the fire department who, in addition to 
combating the extremely hot and wind-led flames, had the added responsibility of containing 
the flames and keeping them from spreading to adjoining buildings and the neighborhood.

 Classrooms had to be provided, several rooms of the old 3rd floor facility were restored, 
and however, most needs were provided through the Holy Trinity School located in the east 
Calumet section of the City. Immediate plans were formulated and reconstruction started with 
the advent of spring. It was not until April 1961 that the new building was dedicated and put 
to use as a school and community center.

 Serving as Assistants during the Pastor ship of Father Skrzypinski were the following: Fathers 
Michael Petzold, Anthony Nadolny, Louis Ratajczyk, F.H. Libert, F. Nowak, M. Urbański, Louis 
Michalski, Edward Wróblewski, Stanley Zjawinski, Theodore Janicki, Joseph Buczyna, Stanley 
Milewski, William Gieranowski, Julian Jercha, Eugene Pogorzelski, Leonard Łukaszewski, Emil 
Bloch, Stanley Dominik and Michael Tomaszewski.

 Pastor Skrzypinski's title was changed to Monsignor, first as a Papal Chamberlain (1940), 
and to a Protonotary Apostolic in 1961.

 Deserving prominent mentions in the Church's history is the work of several organizations 
that are and have been important in the develop ment and prominence of the Parish and school.

 The importance of the Rosary Society was demonstrated by the first Pastor, Kubacki, who 
early in 1900 organized the Confraternity of The Most Holy Rosary. The first president was Ro-
salie Owsiana. Today's society, numbering a membership of 750, is headed by Mrs. Antoinette 
Fox (Krygowski), and their importance is very often demonstrated in the activities and services 
of the Parish.

 The Holy Name Society is classified as one of the finest in the entire Diocese, and their con-
tributions and activities have been so numerous that it was necessary to spell out their story in 
greater detail on other pages of this publication. Most of the HNS members double as members 
of the Ushers Club - and together are doing much to draw younger people into the mainstream 
of Church-oriented work and activities.
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 An organization which dates its beginning to the post-depression days was the Young Ladies 
Sodality, aptly named - made up of the young ladies, who would lose their membership status 
upon getting married. This organization did much to create social and cultural interests and 
activities in the Parish. More important was the Catechism teaching program they conducted, 
going to homes of non-parochial school students, preparing them for the Sacraments of Con-
fession and Communion. They served as hostesses at Parish social functions and whenever 
beauty and beautiful attire was needed.

 The Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) movement has not fared well as an on-going organi-
zation, as it does in other Parishes. Likelihood being that the Holy Name Society and the Athletic 
Boosters assumed responsibility for the CYO-type operations. Participation in the CYO athletic 
programs and league competitions finds St. Stanislaus not only involved, but also frequent-win-
ning champions. This is true today as it has been for at least the last 50 years, again, evidence 
of 'pursuit of excellence.'

 From 1967- 1983, Sister Lucidia Wilk, teacher and Coordinator of CCD (Confraternity of Chris-
tian Doctrine) together with Sisters of St. Joseph and young ladies of the Parish, volunteered 
and offered their many hours of service with dedication in CCD to children (not attending St. 
Stanislaus School) to prepare them for the reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy 
Eucharist and Confirmation.

 A Ladies' Sewing Class was organized in 1970 by Mesdames Angeline Czapla and Marge 
Kasza. They did much to create, inspire and develop the great art of needlecraft. Although not 
too large in number, the ladies who were drawn into this program performed brilliantly in the 
goods they produced. Such goods were sold and were used as raffle items as well as being 
donated in needy situations. This organization is credited with turning in over $25,000 to the 
Church, since its founding.

 In 1978 another small but effective group came into existence, the "Craft Class." Mostly 
ceramic work, however, very skillful workmanship produced attractive articles which served 
as raffle prizes. Parish events, these products were put on sale and quickly absorbed by the 
patrons. All profits realized were donated to the Parish.

 One of the very important and highly successful Church-youth programs has been the Boy 
Scouts of America Troop No. 7, sponsored by the Holy Name Society. Here our theme, "Pursuit 
of Excellence," has and continues to enjoy its finest hours. The record and accomplishments 
of Troop No. 7 hinge on the unbelievable. Considering the numbers in high-scoring awards 
earned by our young scouters, the scout leaders and. in particular, Edward Szczepański, who 
gained national prominence for his role in this program. Szczepański was quick to explain that 
he ac¬cepted such honors for himself and in behalf of co-scout leaders Michael Czapla, Adam 
Marszalek and the others who are listed in another section of this book.

 With the outbreak of World War II - the Mothers of our parish's servicemen and women 
formed a very effective group known as the World War II Mothers. They did everything that 
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could be done to help the war efforts, i.e. - War Bond purchasing. Red Cross volunteering, 
volunteering services in local hospitals to spell the nurse shortage; visited nearby military 
hospitals already caring for the war casualties helping with the encouragement, letter writing 
and other acts of rehabilitation for the returnees. Frequent packages of "goodies" found their 
way to dis¬tant points in the world where American Gl's were serving. Unfortunately, several 
became "Gold Star Mothers " - and with heavy hearts they continued their great services - also 
praying for the war's end and the safe return of all others. In preparation of welcoming home 
the conquering heroes, this organization staged a huge "welcome home" dinner event held in 
Memorial Hall. Each of the returnee-parishioners was presented with a "lifetime writing pen," 
such being the first of what we have in great abundance, the ball-point pens. This ink-writing 
invention when introduced on the market was very costly. Nonetheless, the idea of this item 
being a lasting moment is what the "Mothers" had in mind -- all of this being much appreciated 
by the recipients. Those who lost their lives in the war are permanently remembered, their 
names etched on the marble stone memorial located on the grounds on the corner of 150th 
Street and Indianapolis Boulevard.

 The bring-together episode, related above, brought about talks of forming a war veteran’s 
organization. In 1946, the Catholic War Veterans were organizing local chapters in the Chica-
go land area. Pastor Skrzypinski suggested such being pursued, however, the idea of limiting 
membership to Catholics failed to impress our returnees. When the decision was made to 
seek a charter with The American Legion, our Pastor obliged, offering the rent-free use of the 
unused portion of the Memorial Hall basement, which was the recreation and bowling facil-
ities described earlier, for use as a club room. This offer was accepted and proved to be the 
running start for Allied Post 369. From 1946 thru 1948, Post 369 headquartered in Memorial 
Hall until early in 1949 when they moved to their present and permanent site, 1401 W. Chi-
cago Avenue. Post 369's history pays great tribute to Monsignor Skrzypinski for his generosity 
and encouragement. Post 369 continues to show its grati¬tude to the Church whenever and 
wherever possible.

 Failure to mention the Mother's Guild would be doing a great disservice to this organiza-
tion which between 1949 and 1976 was influentially involved in providing for the Convent, 
the school and the Church. Fund-raising was done via sales of a cookbook put together by the 
guild members, mostly being favorite family recipes. It became an instant success and recently 
had its 5th printing. Parties for the sisters and students were commonplace. Here are some 
of the important purchases made by the Guild: Organ for the Sister's Chapel, a deep-freeze, 
sewing-machine, kitchen stove, classroom desks, movie and slide projectors, mimeograph ma-
chines, linens, dining room furniture, station wagon for the Sister's use audio-visual equipment, 
and many money donations to the school and Church. In 1967, the ladies launched a program 
of collecting S&H green stamps for a new school bus. On May 19, 1974, Father Niezgoda was 
handed a check in the amount of $7,800 for a school bus. The guild faded out of existence, 
in its place came the Parent-Teachers Organization, now faring very well. The many deeds of 
Mother's Guild will always be remembered.
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 The St. Stanislaus Athletic Council, also called "Boosters," came into existence for the 
purpose of providing ways and means for athletic activities and facilities to be enjoyed by St. 
Stanislaus students. The Church, unable to fund such a program, the means first used to raise 
funds was the staging of a talent show named, "Stars of Tomorrow." (1947), a matinee and 
evening show netting $1,200. This money and the time and material help from the likes of 
Pete Rucinski. Alex Kozlowski. Ben Lesniak Sr., Henry Skalba and others, was the boost which 
launched a full-scale athletic program. Well outfitted, the "Stans" boy and girl teams began 
and continue to fare well in competition with many championships coming our way with 
regularity. Many youngsters developed into good athletes, and those with exceptional abi- 
lities gained scholarships and today, are many of the leaders in all fields of endeavor. Some 
of those who devoted endless hours as Coaches and Aides are: Wally and Robert Drozd, Len 
Samborski Jr., John Kinkade, Robert and Richard Dryjanski, Bill Sojka, Tom Jayjack, Bill Drapac, 
Stella, Richard and Kevin Sobilo, Kevin Klocek, Joe Rajchel, John Cengel, Ray Hidalgo and, no 
doubi, many others.

 With Athletics comes a need for cheerleaders, and the "Stans" have fared more than well 
in the training and development of young school girls filling the roles. The Mother's Guild and 
the Sewing Club proved a great aid in the production of the costumes needed by the "yell" 
leaders.

 During these same historic years, many St. Stanislaus Parishioners have or are serving in 
public offices, some elected, others appointed, such as: Paul Mysliwy, John Bochnowski, Frank 
Trczinski, Michael Mysliwy, Andrew Babincsak, Edmund F. Makowski, Thad A. Bogusz, Joseph 
M. Zych, Edward B. Markovich, Walter Rakoczy, Edwin Obion, Anthony H. Kreczmer, Thad 
Havran, John S. Bober, Peter Chronowski, Thomas Grandys, John Borowiec, Stella (Krakowiak) 
Bainbridge, Bruno Kozlowski, Marie (Paczkowski) Borowiec, Albert Lesniak Sr., Ben Bochnowski, 
Walter A. Baran, William Babincsak, Ben Lesniak, Richard Lesniak, Francis T. Grandys, John G. 
Krupa, Edward A. Lukawski, Dr. John J. Wadas, Matt Dombkowski, Ted Radziwiecki, Andrew 
Chmiel, Thad Dywan, Dr. Frank J. Wadas, Matt V. Sidor, Raymond A. Preston, Frank Biernacki, 
Louis M. Klein, Michael Kmak, Edward J. Kowal, Bernard Drosos, Michael Klaich, Michael So-
hacki, Chester Prusiecki and Josephine (Chmiel) Toth, the latter serving in a high-level Party 
position.

 Quality education on the elementary school level is the hallmark of the St. Stanislaus School, 
with a High Standard Rating, First Class Commission Grade Certification from the State of In-
diana Educational Commission. The present school has 18 classrooms, ideally equipped, airy 
and well-lighted. A school-wide communication system keeps the administrators in touch with 
every room. The enrollment continues to rise, as the demand for private education increases. 
Proper degreed lay teachers now outnumber the Sisters of St. Joseph who have prevailed since 
day one. Serving as School Principal is Sister Therese Marie (Scrip) who holds a BS Degree from 
DePaul and a Masters Degree from Mary Grove College in Detroit. Sister Therese Marie came 
to St. Stanislaus first as a classroom teacher, always boasting that Father Niezgoda was one of 
her students. She has 18 years of service as a school administrator. The principals who preceded 
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Sister Therese Marie are Sister Agnes Marie (Rybicki). Sister Gerard and Sister Annuncia. The 
good teaching of St. Stanislaus is reflected in the oft published stories of our youngsters being 
winners in spelling bees, science projects, essay winners, school awards and various honor 
rolls based on scholastic achievements.

 Father Henry Kryslnski arrived on the St. Stanislaus scene in August, 1962 as Administrator. 
In 1966, he became Pastor when Monsignor Szkrzypinski retired and ultimately died in 1973. 
During Father Henry's tenure, add the following Priest-Assistants who served with us: Fathers 
Bloch, Tomaszewski and Dominik, Father Leonard Kronkowski, James Mazepa, Vladimar Janeczek 
and Paschal Grigus. At such same time, a product of St. Stanislaus was serving at St. Casimir 
as Assistant to Pastor Anthony Balczun, he being Father Joseph Niezgoda.

 After such excellent apprenticeship, Father Joseph Niezgoda ascended to the St. Stanislaus 
Pastorship in 1971, when Father Krysinski transferred to St. Mary's Church in Otis, Indiana.

 In taking over as Pastor, Father Joe also took over the Church's huge indebtedness to the 
Diocese, which had mounted to $750,000. Instead of accepting his new responsibilities dimly, 
Father Joe accepted the Pastor's position as a personal challenge. Realizing that the Parishioners 
have been accustomed to dealing with the pastor on a head-to-head basis, Father Joe went 
further - he blended into the neighborhoods of the parish also, the south-side community, its 
organizations, its leaders - gaining their confidence, their involvement and assistance.

 The formula was working, the indebtedness was continually being reduced. Looking ahead, 
the realization hit him that 1985 would be a historic plateau for the Church to reach. Long 
range plans were started. In the meantime, the people of the parish and the community were 
pep¬pered with events, most of them fund-raising in nature. The Church organizations turned 
in their money steadily, as did other groups. Allied Post 369, Knights of Columbus. South Side 
Boosters, Club Ki-Yowga, also many individuals who contributed on personal basis.

 As the 85th year started, the need to draw individual Church members, into the growing 
realm of concerned parishioners, resulted in a meeting of all parishioners, also those represen- 
ting organizations. It was then announced that the 'impossible' $750,000, Father Joe inherit-
ed in 1971, had been reduced to $335,000. Father Joe also revealed a communiqué from the 
Chancery, and an offer by the new Bishop Norbert F. Gaughan, who proposed a matching $1 
credit for every dollar paid towards the debt's reduction, however, only after an initial payment 
of $25,000. At this writing, we will have reduced the debt another $100,000.

 Father Joe is boastful about the Assistant Priests who have and some still serving with him: 
Father Paschal Grigus. Father Paul Tomasula, Father Joseph Pawlowski. Father Joseph Murphy, 
Father Andrew Topor and Father Walter Rakoczy.

 In 1979. Father Topor. a retired Priest of the Diocese, requested being allowed to assist at 
St. Stanislaus. Father Joseph Murphy, who presently serves as Pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Hessville, during his tenure as a teacher at Bishop Noll Institute, was in residence with 
us for five years, proving to be a big help, also very popular with the young parishioners.
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 Most recently, East Chicagoan Father Walter Rakoczy arrived and is in residency with us 
while teaching at BNI. He also is providing a spark to our church's younger people. His parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rakoczy are now Stan Parishioners, they transferring when the Diocese 
closed down the St. Joseph Church in Calumet.

 As a footnote - it should be stated that during these 85 years. St. Stanislaus Parish has giv-
en a goodly number of workers for the Lord's vine¬yard -- 13 men ordained as Priests and 60 
women who are professed Sisters.

 In the year 2000, St. Stanislaus Church will be marking its Centennial and, hopefully, most 
of us will be around for the "Sto Lat" Anniversary.

 Our greatest need is togetherness and the prayer-power of our great, existing congregation 
and former Parishioners, that God will continue to favor us with kindness as he has during our 
existence; that those who are ill, will regain their health; that those who are experiencing dif-
ficulties, because of a faltering economy, will enjoy the prosperity they deserve through hard 
work, good life and love for fellow beings. We need for all of us to believe in one another, and 
our Government.

 Changes are always taking place. All through this history as it was being written, consisted 
of succession of changes constantly being made - and so has our community changed. We have 
lost friends, relatives and neighbors - to a desire for urban life, leaving behind homes that are 
being occupied by others. Luckily, most of them are of the same Faith. They are the new friends, 
the new neighbors to those of us who continue residing in the St. Stanislaus Community.

 They have their customs and culture as we have and, although they differ, feel secure that 
because all of us have a basic respect and honor for what preceded us, all should be well.

 We are a proud people, us Poles. For a human race, our existence on this Earth has been 
one of constant adversity. History records the homeland being divided many times, many ways.

 Today's news is full of the gallantry of the "Solidarnosc" resistance to Communism, the 
people of the "free world" have nothing but great respect for the God-Fearing Polish people.

 Each nationality group has its cultures, its customs - and, how beautiful it was on Saturday 
preceding Easter Sunday, when hundreds of basket-totin' parishioners arrived for the blessing 
of the food for "Swieconka."

 All of us who had the advantage of the upbringing, such as we Poles had, must realize that 
everything that is a custom can trace its beginning to the Catholic Church, a Biblical incident, 
or a happening to a Patron Saint.

 This philosophy our Founders pursued and paved the way to the success and longevity of 
St. Stanislaus, truly, one of the greatest and most successful "Houses Of God" in America.

 Continuing today is the Founder's same degree of devotion, dedication and patriotism, to 
God and Country.
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 All that represents St. Stanislaus of East Chicago must sense the feeling of much refreshment, 
renewed vigor, pointing to another plateau to be reached, the centennial year of our existence, 
the year 2000.

 We pray and thank God for those who served the Church these last 85 years, those herein 
mentioned and those who may have been omitted. We also Pray and Ask that Father Joe and 
the Fathers aiding him, as well as the Good Sisters, be blessed with good health and good vision 
of thoughts and decisions for all of us to enjoy our one hundred years of existence.

 This would not be complete, unless mention is made of the homeland from whence most 
of our families came. - One phrase covers it all! "JESZCZE POLSKA NIE ZGINELA."

 For all of us! - And what we prize the most, God's many, many acres known as U.S.A. - May 
God Continue to Bless Our Beloved America!


