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There are no existing records that show just when the Poles settled in Poughkeepsie. There is a 
tradition, that the first settlement came about by accident. The story as handed down tells us that 
a group, consisting of three families arrived in New York City, their destination being for the coal 
mines in Pennsylvania. By an error they boarded a train at Grand Central Station whose first stop 
was Poughkeepsie. When they left the train, not knowing the language they did not understand that 
they were to return to New York City. Bewildered they found lodgings and settled in Poughkeep-
sie. It seemed to them like a good place and they soon found employment in a local foundry. The 
first settlers evidently came from the part of Poland occupied by Germany, knowing the German 
language and being Catholics they affiliated themselves with the church of the Nativity, where the 
Pastor at that time was Rev. Galus Brudder. By an interchange of letters, the information spread 
abroad that Poughkeepsie was a good place to live in and soon other immigrants began coming into 
the Hudson Valley. As the good news spread, we find that emerges from Galicia under occupation 
from Austria-Hungary have come to Poughkeepsie. Unable to speak the German language, and since 
they carried with them disturbing influences of the "Old Country" the new emigrates settled on the 
northern end of the City and became affiliated with St. Peter's Church.
The spiritual life of the early colonists was not neglected. At that time there was only one Polish 
Church between New York and Albany and so the pastors of St. Stanislaus Church B. & M. in New 
York City made it their duty to visit during the summer months the Polish communities and attend 
to their spiritual needs on both banks of the Hudson River.
The next step in the development of a community in Poughkeepsie was the need of some organi-
zations. Thus we find the organization of two societies namely St. Joseph's Society, organized in 
1893 and affiliated with the Church of the Nativity, and the society of Our Lady of Czenstochowa 
organized in the year 1897 connected with St. Peter's Church.
However, the early settlers were not satisfied unless they had a church of their own, in which they 
could worship God in their own language and carry on with the traditions that they brought with
them from the old country. So in the year 1899 a census was taken, with the view of organizing a 
parish of their own. This census shows that there were about eighteen families, a fairly large number 
of single persons and the total amounted to a little more than 100 souls. These people began making 
contributions that eventually would enable them to establish a parish of their own. Father Brudder 
of the Nativity Church gave these pioneers every en¬couragement that he could possibly give. Ac-
cordingly he contacted the Rev. Francis Fabian then Pastor of the Immaculate Conception Church 
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of Kingston, NY, to be the moderator of this group. Father Fabian began to work zealously towards 
the goal of founding the new parish at Poughkeepsie.
Providence was within these pioneers for soon Father Brudder informed them that the Germania 
Society Hall located on Lafayette Place, could be purchased for the sum of $5,000. The handful that 
wanted a church of their own were fearful of so colossal a sum, but encouraged by the two priests 
interested in their welfare, in 1900 a contract of purchase was signed. Ecclesiastical permission was 
obtained from the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of New York. In the year 1901 St. Joseph's Church 
was incorporated and canonically established. While legal procedures were being taken care of the 
men volunteered their services to convert the building to church use. The early registers of the parish 
show that the first marriage took place January 26, 1901, that of Adam Grapka and Agatha Kornaus. 
The first mass was celebrated on March 19, 1901, being St. Joseph's Day. The first baptism that of 
Sophie Kowalski took place on May 5, 1901 and the first recorded death is that of Augustus Gurski, 
under the date of November 11, 1902. Father Fabian now having two parishes took as his assistant 
the Rev. Charles Galuszka, a recent arrival from Poland. Both of them alternated their services in the 
new parish because as yet there was no home in Poughkeepsie for a permanent pastor. The records of 
the church show that these two years mark a great increase in the number of members of St. Joseph's 
so much so that in the fall of 1902 it was deemed best that Father Charles Galuszka be appointed 
as a resident Pastor. At first he lived in a room on Vassar street and maintained the church office in 
a room in the basement of St. Joseph's Church. Eventually the house located across the street from 
the church at 11 Lafayette Place became the first rectory.
Slowly the parish grew and a new generation was being born in America. Again the pioneers, poor 
though they were, began thinking and talking of the need of a school that would give their children 
the teachings of their Church as well as maintain the language and traditions of Poland. Accordingly 
a small plot of land was purchased to the east of the rectory and a small school was contemplated. 
Here again Fate intervened and Father Galuszka being aged, the Church authorities lightened his 
burdens and assigned him to an easier task, and ap¬pointed a younger man in the year 1914, the Rev. 
Ignatius Bialdyga as the new pastor with the com¬mission of building a Parochial School.
The new pastor soon envisioned that the plans of a small school made by his predecessor would be 
inadequate for the needs of his growing parish. He began busying himself with laying the ground 
work for the new school. He engaged the Sisters of the Resurrection to be the teachers in his school, 
and as there was no convent to house them he purchased the house next to the church which became 
the rectory and the old rectory was prepared to properly house the Sisters with requirements of a 
convent. While making plans for the new building that was to be erected at 15 Mansion street, in 
September, 1915 he opened a temporary school in the room located in the basement of the church. 
In 1916 saw the laying of the corner stone for the new school building, and in the fall of that year 
four class rooms were opened. In his plans for the school building Father Bialdyga took care of the 
social needs of his parishioners, for the new school building, besides its classrooms, had a spacious 
auditorium, stage, kitchen, and the basement was so arranged as to serve as a gathering place for 
Societies as well as the newly established St. Joseph's Club. Due to death of Monsignor Strzelecki 
in New York City, the Church Authorities noting Father Bialdyga's energetic work, transferred him 
in 1918 to the parish of St. Stanislaus and nominated as his successor the Rev. Francis Szubinski.
The pastorate of Father Szubinski was not of a long duration, and before he could become well estab-
lished and acquainted with his new parish he was recalled to New York City. One thing outstanding 
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about Father Szubinski was that he used to the utmost the facilities that were provided in the school 
building by his predecessor. He realized that the heavy debt was a detriment to his ever expanding 
parish and he bent all his efforts in reducing the indebtedness on the parish. In this he succeeded but 
the authorities deemed it best that he be called to the Church of St. Clement Mary, in New York City.
Upon the departure of Father Szubinski in 1921, the Rev. Theodore Jozwiak became the pastor of 
St. Joseph's. Unfortunately, he was a man in poor health and the many tasks that became his duty 
began to take a heavy toll of his health. Due to the fact that there were no younger priests that could 
speak the Polish language, Father Jozwiak could not be relieved of his duties until finally in 1926 
Cardinal Hayes transferred Father Jozwiak to a country parish of St. Stanislaus in Pine Island, NY 
and assigned the Rev. Thaddeus E. Kaminski to the pastorate of St. Joseph's in Poughkeepsie.
With the energy of youth the new pastor soon surveyed the needs of St. Joseph's and proposed im-
mediate steps to correct physical defects and build up the morale of its parishioners. During the first 
months of his pastorate a financial drive wiped out the floating indebtedness, and on January 1, 1927 
he proposed a program of restoration of parish buildings. With the aid of the church societies and 
parishioners, in the spring of this year the exterior of the convent, rectory and church were repaired 
and painted. The glaring need of restoration of the interior of both convent and the rectory were 
attended to. As confidence grew on the part of the parishioners towards the new pastor they came 
forth with many proposals and hopes that the many things that they desired could be accomplished, 
chiefly among which was a parish cemetery, church bell and modernization of their church. In the 
summer of that year, with the thought of consolidating the properties of the parish, a plot to the rear 
of the Sisters convent was purchased as a site for a new school building.
A further step was taken to carry on the wishes of the parishioners, and in 1928 twelve acres of land 
were purchased and developed into a parish cemetery. In the ensuing years, by landscaping, building 
of Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel arid erection of the Calvary group and the Pieta, the cemetery was 
developed as a modern cemetery following the Memorial Park design.
With the depression of 1929, plans for a new school were abandoned and steps were taken to utilize 
existing space in the school building. Accordingly the auditorium was converted into four class rooms, 
thus doubling the capacity of the school. Following the completion of the work on the school, the 
church was enlarged increasing its capacity to 528 persons. The basement of the church building was 
converted into a parish hall that contains a stage and dressing rooms and modern kitchen facilities. 
The cornerstone for the present church was laid in the summer of 1931 and its interior has been artis-
tically decorated. A new high altar, new pews and new altar rail being installed. This renovated new 
St. Joseph's Church was blessed by His Eminence Patrick Cardinal Hayes on Trinity Sunday, 1932.
The next project was brought about by the enlarged school. As the original convent could house only 
five Sisters, the interior was completely remodeled so as to accommodate the complete teaching staff 
of ten Sisters. With the completion of this work the debt of the parish was a total of $82,000. Now 
began the laborious task of paying off this debt. But through the co-operation and generosity of the 
parishioners, the burning of the mortgage took place in June, 1947. The parishioners now numbered 
approximately 400 families. During these years a youth program was introduced and through the 
efforts of the parishioners a recreation center in the rear of the school building was built by the men 
of the parish. The recreation program was carried out through the efforts of the Alumni Association 
of the school, and in later years was placed in charge of the assistants that have been assigned to this 
parish. During the years of World War II, St. Joseph's Church has not forgotten its more than 400 
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members who served in the armed forces. The folks at home by devious means began raising a fund 
which at the conclusion of the war was turned over to the newly organized Veterans of St. Joseph's 
as a help toward someday having a center of their own. Through a special Military Committee con-
sisting of a group of young women, monthly con¬tacts were maintained through a publication of a 
parish bulletin "Notes and Quotes." On the home front St. Joseph's Parish had an enviable record. 
Several bond rallies were held and the members of the parish purchased War Bonds that amounted 
to a total of $85,000. Besides this the parish was conscious that its founders were of Polish stock 
and so war relief was attended to by the Bimonthly mailing of food and clothing packages to the 
prisoners of war, which were distributed through the agency of the Red Cross. The parish during 
these years participated in numerous collections of clothing and food which was sent to Poland by 
the Polish War Relief Agency. Mindful of the 17 members of the parish, who made the supreme 
sacrifice, a monument was erected in front of the church in their memory through the efforts of the 
Polish American Citizens Club.
Father Kaminski in his desire to see his parishioners attain recognition in the civic and political life 
of the community organized the United Polish Societies. The principle goal was unity among the 
parish in support of church projects and support of its parishioners who entered the political arena 
on the local level. He always stressed the ethnicity of the Parish. Father Kaminski's plans for future 
expansion of St. Joseph's and a new school and convent began with his drive to organize a Building 
Fund Drive with parishioners making pledges toward the Fund with a three and four year plans in 
fulfillment of the pledges. The response of the parish was gratifying and Father Kaminski began to 
acquire property in the vicinity of the church for his future expansion. But, unfortunately a serious 
parochial school fire in Chicago where scores of school children lost their lives led church authori-
ties to inspect and close some of the older schools in the diocese. Nativity School was a structure of 
brick and as the enrollment there was drastically low, it was decided to merge the two schools and 
shut down St. Joseph's. In the merger the school was known as Nativity-St. Joseph's and the Sisters 
of the Resurrection became the teaching Sisters.
About this time, with the added burden of the school change, Father Kaminski's health began to fail. 
He also bought additional property adjoining the convent and began plans for the construction of a 
new convent. Father Kaminski took disability leave and in 1959 Father Stanley Pietrzyk was assigned 
to St. Joseph's. He undertook the con-struction of the new convent and the Sisters of the Resurrection 
were temporarily transferred to the Nativity Convent which was vacant until St. Joseph's convent was 
built. Father Kaminski's building fund provided the essential means for the construction.
Upon the dedication of the new convent, the Sisters moved back to St. Joseph's. Nativity-St. Jo-
seph's was later changed to Mt. Carmel South and the school was finally closed down in 1966 and 
the Sisters of the Resurrection left St. Joseph's parish. It was one of the saddest days in the History 
of St. Joseph's Church. Shortly after the dedication of the convent, Father Pietrzyk was elevated to 
the rank of Monsignor.
Msgr. Stanley Pietrzyk was responsible for many improvements to the church. Most notable, he in-
stalled central air conditioning and had the interior of the church completely repainted. He devoted 
much of his time to the care of the cemetery. He also purchased additional properties on Lafayette 
Place adjacent to the Church for additional parking.
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In October 1975 Father Mario Bastone was appointed pastor.

To the Young Mien of our Parish who have answered the call to the Holy Priesthood:
 Rev. Francis Kieda, C.R.
 Rev. Joseph Sokolewicz
 Rev. Alexander Markowski

To the Young Women of our Parish who have chosen the religious life:
 Sister Colette Gadek
 Sister Romaulda Dokurno 
 Sister Constance Zybura 
 Sister Zita Starzyk 
 Sister Mary Emily Tokar 
 Sister Edward Gertrude Wfulich 
 Sister Teresa Bernazza
 Sister Maurice Walner
 Sister Catherine Agnes Ladzinska 
 Sister Damian Milczewska 
 Sister Leandra Jankowska 
 Sister Mary Eugenia Owca 
 Sister Aurelia Kmiec


