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The history of Polish immigration in the United States dates back to the embryonic days of American 
development. This was a period of intrepid and noble achievement, when the American backwoods-
man stalked the forest with his trusty blunderbuss and eked out a precarious existence from a wild 
wasteland and a stubborn soil. Several years before the Mayflower touched the American shore with 
its cargo of sturdy pioneers, Polish settlers had already established themselves on the new continent. 
Before the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth Rock, Captain John Smith, amidst trying and disheart-
ening difficulties guided the settlement at Jamestown toward undreamed of success. Among those 
settlers were a group of Polish tradesmen hired expressly by the Virginia Company to build up a 
trade with England and the native Indians. The success of the colony owed a great deal to their hon-
est application and zealous industry. Others of those early Polish immigrants, recruited mainly from 
the higher class groups, were the nobleman Olbracht Zaborowski, later known as Albert Zabriskie, 
the Sadowski brothers, who aided Daniel Boone's exploration of the West and Dr. Alexander Curtis 
who established the first school of higher learning in New Amsterdam.
The second wave of Polish immigration, dating from the American struggle for independence, consisted 
of a group of Polish soldiers, who unable to stem the tide of aggression engulfing their own country, 
came to America to fight for an ideal they cherished as their own. This group included the vaunted 
warriors Thaddeus Kosciuszko, Casimir Pulaski and a legion of others less distinguished in name.
Mass immigration of the Poles to this country did not take place until the late nineteenth century. 
The first waves of immigration were motivated by social and political conditions. The last influx 
of Polish immigrants was more the result of economic stress, dictated by the pressing problem of a 
growing population, deterioration of soil, in a country dependent upon its agriculture, and the lack 
of other thriving industries.
It was during this latter movement of permanent settlers, probably in the spring of 1888, that Pough-
keepsie saw its first Poles. Those six or seven settlers like millions of their countrymen, came to 
the United States with anticipations of freedom and the abundance of everything which had been 
denied in their Fatherland. Their hopes for opportunity to work and make a living were realized as 
they soon found their way into the factories and on the railroads and farms around Poughkeepsie. 
It was not long before others came, and the winter of that first year found in Poughkeepsie a Polish 
community of six families.
Within two years, the Polish group increased into a thriving community of fifty families. With its 
growth, there arose the necessity of maintaining more intimate contact and adhesion to the mem-
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ories and traditions of a homeland still so close to their budding aspirations. As yet, the feeling of 
indebtedness and gratitude toward the land of their adoption was not keenly felt, for alone, among 
strange peoples and strange customs they could not resist the urge to remain absorbed solely in the 
limited sphere of their own compact group. We find then, slowly emerging the small Social and fra-
ternal organizations. The first of these was the St. Joseph's Society of fourteen members who were 
associated with the Nativity Church. A little later, another organization, the Lady of Czestochowa 
Society was formed. This group of sixteen affiliated itself with the conveniently accessible Church 
of St. Peter's. In time these organizations prospered and grew into larger more imposing groups.
The propelling force of sincere religious belief, of devoted adherence to the moving tenets of the 
Catholic Faith ingrained deeply in the heart of a Pole, soon came into bold relief. When it was learned 
in the fall of 1900, that the Germania Singing Society desired to sell a building on Lafayette Place, 
which could be made a suitable place of worship, the Polish community visualized its first opportu-
nity to realize a cherished hope. Spurred by the desire of having a church of their own, a meeting of 
the Polish societies was called and it was decided that the building be purchased. The ever growing 
community of now ninety families commenced with earnest work to remodel the structure to suit 
their spiritual needs. The fruit of their efforts resulted in the establishment of the first Polish church 
in the City of Poughkeepsie, the Church of St. Joseph's.
With the completion of the church, the community faced the problem of securing a pastor. This was 
temporarily solved by utilizing the services of Father Fabian, a pioneer in Polish church organization 
in the Hudson Valley, who came to Poughkeepsie to conduct the necessary rites. It was not until 1901, 
that the Rev. Charles Galuszka was secured as the first permanent pastor of St. Joseph's Church. The 
Fathers Bialdyga, Szubinski and Juzwiak then served successively as pastors, each contributing to 
the period of expansion that took place.
A small colony of Poles settling in whatever corner of the wide flung world soon grows and prospers 
into a flowering, though incoherent mass which must be molded and fitted into some definite pattern 
of organization. Now that the Poles had a church of their own they felt the need of a school where 
their children could enjoy the benefits of an education which embraced the preservation of their 
national traditions and the satis-faction of their spiritual desires. With the same zeal and enthusiasm 
that resulted in the acquisition of a church, work began on the new project. Finally, the reward of 
their labors was realized, when in 1915, a Polish school became an actuality. Under the guidance of 
the Sisters of Resurrection, the school proved an excellent means of cultivating and preserving the 
best of Polish culture among the younger generation, while at the same time adapting them to the 
yet unfamiliar American way of life.
With the establishment of a church, a school and all organizations affiliated with them, the formative 
period of a distinct Polish society ends. Rock-bound nationalists feelings became fused and slowly 
merge and readapt themselves to the widespread horizon of other activities. The ever-growing com-
munity desired a place where it could in a spirit of relaxation engage in social activities, discuss "old 
times," and formulate plans whereby they could become better and cooperative American citizens. 
Thus, in 1923, the Polish American Citizen's Club was organized with a membership of fifty persons. 
Originally, its members met in the parochial school, but the growth of the organization necessitated 
the acquisition of a home on Perry Street which served as their first quarters. Later the club became 
affiliated with Group 368 of the Polish National Al¬liance and erected on Bridge Street a modern 
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club¬house. The motivating idea behind the Polish American Citizen's Club was to further the in-
terests of Polish citizens and to assist in the work of Americanization. This work consisted mainly 
of initiating its members into the principles of American government and guid¬ing them through 
the process of naturalization.
In 1926, the Rev. Thaddeus E. Kaminski was appointed pastor of St. Joseph's Church. His entrance 
was definitely a break in the past and the beginning of the future of the Pole in Poughkeepsie. His 
work is undoubtedly the most progressive and constructive in the life of the local Pole, and has sparked 
a series of events that proved a decisive factor in bringing about the position it enjoys today. As a 
result of his efforts, the church, formerly a wooden structure, has been completely remodeled into 
a brick building, the parochial school has been enlarged and modernized and a cemetery acquired. 
In 1929, the General Pulaski Memorial Committee was formed and with each succeeding year fired 
the imagination of increasing numbers until the realization of its ideal today. Father Kaminski's un-
diminished interest in youth groups, which today are very susceptible to cross currents of diversified 
"isms," spurred him to organize the St. Joseph's Alumni, the Boys' Club and the Federation of Polish 
Youth Clubs of the Hudson Valley. He has not limited his activities solely to his own group but con-
tributes his services to agencies outside the parish. Among other things, he has been instrumental in 
securing dental and medical benefits for the parochial school children of Poughkeepsie. In the work 
with the Community Chest, the Red Cross, The "Night in Poland Balls," and the numerous Polish 
Relief benefits, his guidance has proved beneficial. Thus, guided by its pastor the Polish community 
of Poughkeepsie looks optimistically to the future.
From the first few Poles who came to Poughkeepsie in the spring of '88, the Polish population has 
grown to the total of more than 1600, 98 percent of whom are members of the parish. As in the past, so 
today, the church has remained the spiritual and national center of the Polish community, the nucleus 
from which its fraternal organizations and societies have emerged. Today, in the City of Poughkeepsie 
there are eleven such church societies that offer a medium for social activities, civic action and be-
nevolent family aid. These bodies also offer a well-rounded program of balls, hops, banquets, plays, 
card parties and athletic contests that adequately satisfy the needs of the Polish youth, which is by 
heritage, a sociable and active group. One of the most enjoyed events is the annual "Polish Night" 
with its selection of a Queen of the Hudson Valley. All the organizations whether social, religious, 
or benevolent, maintain a cooperative contact through the United Polish Societies, an organization 
composed of delegates from each Polish Society. The worth of this group proves indispensable in 
affairs requiring the concerted efforts of all, such as the annual Pulaski Day Parade in New York as 
well as the local Pulaski Day celebration in the City of Poughkeepsie.
Now that the Pole has succeeded in building a compact, happy and independent group, he feels the 
urge to transcend the restrictions of his own limited circle. Although circumstantially, he was forced 
to do laborious and routine work in the factory, he had in mind the ever-preying thought of someday 
giving his children the opportunities he never realized. He desired to see them not as laborers but as 
skilled mechanics whose worth today is vitally important. He wanted with the sacrifice of his labors, 
to educate and have them intermingle with others outside his own group; to elevate them above his 
own plane and eventually see them occupying responsible positions in the community. That hope and 
cherished desire has been realized, for, from within the folds of the Polish community its members 
are contributing to the fields of law, banking, medicine, business, education, politics, science, public 
service and engineering. Thus, one can readily visualize the intense feeling of joy and satisfaction 
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the Polish mothers and fathers experience when they see their boys and girls surmounting handicaps 
and obstacles, scaling new heights, knowing success lies within their grasp.
These, then are the real Poles that feel the constant surge of looking forward to live in every sense as 
100 percent Americans. They don't want to be considered as foreigners, an alienated group apart from 
the community, but as an asset in its development. They want to contribute in a substantial way to 
the evolution of a composite culture with the contribution of the picturesqueness of their rich, vivid, 
one thousand year old culture. With the erection of the Pulaski monument in Pulaski Park in Pough-
keepsie, they want to tie up the past with a pledge of unselfish loyalty to the community at all times.
Their spirit, their will, and their seeking for higher values and richer goals is expressed tersely in the 
words of Ignacy J. Pederewski:
"Conscious of their value, valor, supremely loyal and grateful, they will continue to perform all duties 
toward America. They will perform them in time of war, in time of peace, and always without fear 
or without reproach."


