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About Our History 

The early Polish settlers arrived in Poughkeepsie in the late 19th century. They settled in the 

northwestern part of the city and attended St. Peter's Church. Because of their European 

customs and inability to speak English, their initial assimilation into American culture was 

difficult. Even though they lived in America, the need to practice Polish spiritual traditions 

remained strong. In order to satisfy this need, the priests of St. Stanislaus in New York City 

made periodic visits to the Polish settlements in the Hudson Valley.The next step in St. 

Joseph's  development was the need for the immigrant families to start some formal 

organizations. In 1893, St. Joseph's Society was formed and affiliated with the Church of 

the Nativity. In 1893 the Society of Our Lady of Czestochowa was formed and affiliated with 

St. Peter's Church.  

 There was still a strong desire to practice in their own language and traditions. In 1899, a 

census was taken with the intent of showing the need for a Polish parish. Records show that 

more than 100 registered. With the help of the Reverend Gallus Bruder of Nativity Church 

and Reverend Francis Fabian of Immaculate Conception Church in Kingson, $5,000 was 

raised, and the Germania Singing Society Hall on Lafayatte Place was purchased. In 1901, 

the Archbishop of New York gave his permission, and St. Joseph's Church was incorporated. 

The men of the parish perfomed early renovations, and the first mass was celebrated on 

March 19, 1901. Fr. Fabian lead both parishes. In 1902 after a large increase in 

parishioners, the Reverend Charles Galuszka, recently arrived from Poland, was named 

pastor of St. Joseph's. He lived in a room on Vassar Street, and maintained an office in the 

basement of the church. Eventually, the house located across the street from the church at 

11 Lafayette Place became the first rectory.  

 Slowly the parish grew, and a new generation was being born in America. A small plot of 

land was purchased to the east of the rectory, and a small school for young parishioners 

was established. In 1913, the Reverend Ignatius Bialdyga was named pastor, and was 

commissioned to build a new, larger school. He engaged the Sisters of the Resurrection as 

teachers, and planned to build the new school on Mansion Street. In 1916, the cornerstone 

for the school was laid as classes continued in the basement of the church. In 1918, Fr. 
Bialdyga was replaced by Reverend Francis Szubinski.  

 Fr. Szubinski was noted for his work in reducing the parish debt. He was replaced by the 

Reverend Theodore Jozwiak. Fr. Jozwiak was not in good health. Because of his recurring 

health problems, he was replaced by the Reverend Thaddeus E. Kaminski in 1926.  

 With the energy of youth, Fr. Kaminski surveyed the needs of the parish, and in the first six 

months, wiped out the outstanding financial debt. He proposed a program of restoring the 

parish buildings, and with the help of the church societies and parishioners, was successful 

in upgrading the church and the rectory. He took great interest in the youth of the parish, 

knowing they were the future of the church. With their needs in mind, he bought the Quaker 
Church next to St. Joseph's, and named it the Youth Center.  
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 In 1928, twelve acres of land were purchased and developed into a parish cemetery.  
Through careful planning and landscaping it was developed into a modern cemetery.  

 Following major renovations to the school, a cornerstone for a major modification of the 

church was laid in 1931.  A new high altar, new pews and other modifications were made. 

The renovated St. Joseph's was blessed by Patrick Cardinal Hayes on Trinity Sunday, 1932.  

 During the following two decades, St Joseph's school experienced a growth in students 

leading to an increase in the number of teaching nuns.  This period of growth saw a number 

of youth programs formed in the parish as well as the building of a youth center at the rear 

of the school.   

 In his desire to see parishioners attain political and civic recognition in the community, 

Father Kaminiski organized the United Polish Societies.  Its goal was parish unity and to 
provide support for parishioners who entered the local political area.  

 Father Kaminski was driven to expand St. Joseph's school and he organized a Building Fund 

Drive where parishioners were able to make three or four year pledges to support the youth 

education of the parish.  The Drive was initially successful but St. Joseph's school was 

merged with the nearby Nativity school due to this school possessing a sturdier architectural 
foundation. The Nativity-St. Josephs school remained open until 1966.  

 Father Kaminki's health began to fail in the late 1950's.  In 1959 he took disability and 

Reverend Stanley Pietrzyk was assigned to St. Joespeh's.  Father Pietrzyk was elevated to 

the rank of Monsignor shortly after his assignment to the parish.  

 Msgr. Pietrzyk was responsible for many improvements to the church. Most notable, he 

installed central air conditioning and had the interior of the church completely repainted.  He 

took a real interest in the preservation and maintenance of the cemetery.  He also 
purchased adjacent properties to the church for additional parking.   

 In October 1975, the Reverend Mario Bastone was appointed pastor.  He was followed by 

Rev. Eugene Kosnik in 1976.  Fr. Kosnik revived many traditions and celebrations.  He also 

initiated the scheduling of a Polish Mass on Sundays.  In 1977, Msgr. Emil Kapusta was 

named pastor.  He initiated a youth group and started out annual Prayer Breakfast.  In 1979 

Msgr. Kapusta lost his life in a tragic auto accident.  Our Assistant Pastor Rev. Zbigniew 

Serkowski was named Administrator.  He was responsible for many remodeling projects in 

the church.  The church was renovated to reflect current archdiocesan guidelines.  Pews 

were removed and the altar moved; all in keeping with the original architectural design.  

Paintings were restored and a new reconciliation room was built.  

 In 1980, Rev. Jan Jacmierski was named pastor.  He enthusiastically continued our Polish 

traditions and promoted parishioner involvement in many parish organizations and 
activities.  

 His greatest challenge came in the summer of 1988 when a New York City construction 

firm, Duro Construction Corp., began construction on a five story commercial building 

directly behind the church.  The construction team began their work by driving steel 

foundations into the ground.  The vibrations caused by this action caused St. Joesph's 

church to shift greatly and large cracks appeared in the church walls adjacent to the 



construction site.  It was quickly apparent that the continued construction would cause the 
destruction of our church.   

 Duro Construction, the city of Poughkeepsie building inspector and representatives from the 

Archdiocesan Building Commission met to try to figure out a resolution but nothing could be 

agreed upon initially.  In September 1988, Father Jacmierski had to close the church for 

safety reasons and masses were held in a tent in the parking lot. Masses were shifted to St. 
John's Church, located a few blocks away, shortly after.  

 Many attempts were made to stop the construction process with Fr. Jacmierski involved 

every step of the way.  Court injunctions to halt construction failed, while the insurance 

companies for both the church and Duro tried to come up with ways to brace the church 
building.  Finally construction stopped as a result of Duro going out of business.  

 After the construction issue was resolved many meetings ensued on how to rebuild St. 

Joesph's Church. A renovation committee comprised of Fr. Jacmierski, parishioners and 

professional architects decided on the rebuilding of the church and included additional 

modernizations to the church and the church hall in their decision.  A large scale fund 

raising campaign was initiated called “The Spirit of St. Joesph's” with the goal of raising 

$250,000.  As a result of this campaign the parish was able to return to the church in 

September 1989.   

 Fr. Jacmierski continued to serve the parish and add beauty to it with additional relics and 

shrines added over the next several years.  Due to declining health Fr. Jacmierksi took leave 

from his role of pastor in 2003.  The Society of Christ was called in to take over the pastoral 

functions of the church.  The Society of Christ is an organization of Polish priests who's 

mission is to serve their parishes spiritually, socially and culturally, while upholding Polish 
traditions.  

 From August 2003 through August 2005, Fr. Zdzislaw Nawrocki served as the pastor of St. 

Joesph's.  Fr. Edward Traczyk served next from August 2005 through August 2012. Fr. 

Traczyk worked diligently to fix the deteriorating front wall on the church in the choir area.  
He also was heavily dedicated to the maintenance and upkeep of the cemetery.  

 The Society of Christ continues to oversee St. Joesph's Church to this day.  Fr. Jacek 

Nowak became pastor of the church in August 2012. Fr. Nowak looks to continue the strong 

traditions of the American-Polish parish while increasing parishioner participation in the 

churches societies and organizations.   

 


