
1

  
  Brief History of St. Stanislaus Parish, Duncan, Nebraska.
  CAP at Orchard Lake, rpis 

The town of Duncan, originally known as Jackson, was laid out October 24, 1871 by the officers of 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company. A Post Office had been established here in Juno 17, 1869 and 
named Cherry Hill. On the 2nd of January, in 1880, the name was changed to Duncan. On March 7, 
1913, the town became incorporated as the Village of Duncan.

Duncan is located on the Union Pacific Railroad about 8 miles southwest of Columbus, Nebraska or 
97 miles west of Omaha on US Highway 30. Its present population is 290.

The first polish pioneers in the Duncan are arrived from Europe about 1860 and immediately inter-
ested themselves in obtaining the services of a catholic priest, preferably one who could speak their 
own tongue. The famed missionary priest of Columbus, Nebr., the Father James H. Ryan, popularly 
styled "Captain" Ryan, first said Mass for them in a sod house, and succeeded in getting the help 
of a Father Szulak SJ of Chicago to come periodically to the area to minister to the people in their 
own tongue.

When the Franciscan Fathers came to St. Bonaventure’s in Columbus in 1877, there was among 
them a polish priest by the nana of Father Sebastian Cebula. For three years he ministered to the 
people in their native tongue at Columbus. But, as the number of the settlers grew, the desire for 
a church in their own midst was fostered by Father Cyril Augustinski and permission to build a very 
humble church was obtained from the bishop of Omaha in 1882. Before the completion of this 
structure, Father Cyril was replaced by Father Anastasius Czech who saw the construction through 
to its completion and dedication on Christmas Eve 1882 and the First Holy Mass celebrated in the 
church at midnight Christmas day. The Parish was incorporated according to the laws of the state 
of Nebraska on January 10, 1888.

Attempts to organize a parochial school were not successful until 1887 at which time a small frame 
building was erected and a layman was hired at $200,00 a year to teach and $50.00 to play the 
organ. Construction of a school house suitable to be taught by the Sisters of St. Francis whose 
motherhouse at that time was Lafayette, Indiana began in October of 1895. The priest’s house was 
built that same year. In 1915, the new brick schoolhouse and convent were completed under the 
direction of Father Flavius Kraus OFM.

When the Franciscan Fathers left Duncan in 1930, the Bishop appointed Father John Maciejewski, 
a diocesan priest as Pastor. His successor in 1939 was Father George Mikulski, who during his 22 
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years as Pastor directed the construction of new Church, Rectory and Parish Hall and numerous 
other Material improvements. Father Mikulski retired in January of 1961 and was succeeded by the 
present pastor, Father Richard Ciurej.

Although not a large parish, St. Stanislaus has had a history rich in many spiritual and material 
blessings. It boasts not only of its Church and school but especially of the many vocations to the 
priesthood, brotherhood and sisterhood with which God deemed to bless the parish.


