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This paper is on the general history of Duncan. It has important facts and events which took place 
since the first settlers came to this area.

 THE BEGINNING

Duncan was first settled by Polish and Swiss pioneers in i860. The town was first named Jackson. It 
is located 10 miles southwest of Columbus on U.S. Highway 30 or 100 miles west of Omaha on the 
Union Pacific railroad. The town measures i mile East to West, and 3 quarters of a mile North to 
South. The pioneers came from Europe to find a better way of life. They discovered it here in the 
fertile valley of the Platte River.

Elisha Atkins, Vice Pres., and E. H. Rallins, Secretary of the Union Pacific Railroad, originally laid the 
town out on October 24, 1871. The town grew because the railroad came through.

The town's name was officially changed on October 24, 1871, to Duncan. It was named in honor of 
one of the outstanding members of the community, General Wood B. Duncan.

 RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS 

At one time there was a Baptist Church here. It was established in 1881 by Rev. Franklin Pierce, the 
pastor of a church in Columbus. Rev. Pierce performed the first service in Duncan at the German 
Reformed Church.

On September 19, 1883, the Saint Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church was set up by John Ernst, John 
Eisemann, Christ Wuertherich, Julius Rudat, and John Schmocker.

 BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. STANISLAUS 

The first Catholics, especially the Poles, in Duncan began to beg for a church and a priest who spoke 
their language. In the beginning he was forced to say Mass in a sod house. Since Father Ryan could 
not speak Polish, Father Szulak S. J., Came from Chicago annually to assist the people in their own 
tongue.

During 1977, the Franciscan Fathers from Saint Bonneventure's (in Columbus) took over the Duncan 
catholics. Father Sabastain Cebula spoke Polish, and while at Saint Bonneventure’s, took care of the 
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Duncan people for three years.

As the number of settlers grew the demand for a church of their own did too, Father Cyril Augustinski 
built a small church in 1882. Before the structure was finished. Father Anastasius Czech replaced 
Father Augustinski. The dedication of the first church was held on Christmas Eve in 1882. On midnight 
of Christmas Day the first Mass was said in the church. The parish was incorporated according to 
the law of Nebraska on January 10, 1888. Religious instructions were held on Saturdays and after 
High Mass on Sundays for a half hour.

Along with the need for a church, the people needed a parochial school for their children. Finally in 
1887 a small building was erected. Mr. Peter Kozlaowski was the first teacher. He found his classroom 
filled with boys and girls of a variety of ages. The subjects taught were reading, writing, arithmetic, 
and religion. Mr. Kozlaowski was a very able bodied teacher not only because of his own vast edu-
cation, but he was also able to speak Polish, German, and English. These languages were necessary 
in communicating with his students. Peter Kozlaowski was paid $200.00 a year for teaching and 
350.00 as the director and organist for the parish choir. His wife was the cleaning lady at the church 
and taught the school girls fancy stitchery and sewing. In 1888, Mr. Kazlaowski became involved in 
merchandising and handling the sell and leasing of railroad lots. This was the last year of teaching.

The Franciscan nuns came to teach in Duncan around October 28, 1389. Ven. Sister Kilaria, Superior 
and House Mother, Sister M. Theodora, and Sister M. Dorothea, were the first nuns to teach here. 
The sisters’ accommodations were quite crude. They only had a table and bench in the dining room 
and it was impossible to get out of that room without tilting the table so the door could be opened. 
There was little heating in the winter, while during the summer it was hot and sticky. The school 
was no better. It had only one room. The sisters took turns at using that room and holding classes 
outdoors, depending on the weather.

The parish celebrated its 25th Anniversary in the spring of 1907. A special High Mass was said and 
Polish and English sermons were given.

Over the years there was much trouble with islanders who had to cross the Platte River in order 
to get to church on Sundays and holydays. In those days there wasn't a bridge and the crossing 
was dangerous, especially during the winter. People had to start preparing for the journey the 
night before they were to leave. Food was always one of main supplies packed. Most of the people 
stayed for instructions before going home, and needed to stop and eat on the way back. There were 
many narrow escapes, before actions toward building a bridge were taken. The counties kept on 
disagreeing on the building of a bridge for 20 years. The people suffered the most. It took one day 
to make a trip to Columbus with a load of grain. Father Cyril Witera and a few fellow citizens talked 
to the owners of the Hord Grain Company, which donated $1,000.00 towards a bridge. Platte and 
Polk Counties agreed to give their fair share while man private donations were given. On October 
14, 1909, the wooden bridge was completed at the cost of $12,500.00. Unfortunately the bridge 
was damaged within three days. Although everyone thought that it was the end of having a bridge 
to cross for a couple more years, it was repaired within a week.

Father Flavius Kraus came from Sioux City, Iowa in 1914, to become the pastor at Saint Stanislaus. 
In 1915, under his direction, a brick school and convent were built. During these years and later, 
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the Sisters had boarders in the basement, which served as a dormitory. During 1919, plans for a 
new church were started, but were stopped by the deflation of the war.

In 1930, the Franciscan Fathers were replaced by the Diocesan Priests. Father John Maciejewski 
was the first of the Diocesan pastors here. He remained here until 1939. During his pastorialship 
here, the people had begged for the old church to be replaced. Father Maciejewski was aging and 
felt incapable to take on such a project, so he was transferred to Battle Creek. Father George S J. 
Mikulski was appointed in his place. Father George had been in Snyder, Nebraska before he came 
to Saint Stanislaus. He came here on January 12, and was installed as pastor January 15.

Father George immediately began plans for the new church. It was also decided that a new rectory 
would be built, because the old one didn't even have facilities for ordinary living. The architects 
hired were Lahr and Stangle, of Omaha, the contractors were Herman R. Woerth of Columbus. The 
Building and Finance Committee members were Micheal Lassek, Henry Micek, Matt Jarecki, Leo 
Sokol, Frank Torczon, and Steve Micek.

Sunday, April 23, a party was given in honor of Father George's name day. In the evening there was 
a special program. The following day no school classes were held.

Work was begun on the new church and rectory the first week in Way. Excavations and the founda-
tion were laid by the end of that month. The cornerstone of the church was blessed and laid May 
28. Throughout the summer work continued. By October 3, the pastor was able to move into his 
new home. The last services were held in the old church on Sunday, October 8. The following week 
was chaotic with preparations for the dedication ceremonies coming up. The altars, statues, which 
were repainted and new pews, were set in their proper places. Since the old church was no longer 
in use, Mass was said in the school chapel during that week. On October 15, Sunday, the dedication 
was held. The first Mass was at 6:00 A.M. At 10:00 A.M., the solemn Mass was celebrated by Rev. 
Raymond Micek. Assisting at the ceremony were Rev. Father Casimir and Father Adrian, acting as 
deacon and subdeacon. Rev. W. Krzycki delivered the sermon and Rev. Father Cornelius Liss was 
master of ceremonies at the banquet. Around 2:30 P.M., his Excellancy, Bishop Ryan performed the 
dedication; spoke a few chosen words, which were followed up by a Benediction. The rest of the 
day was spent at a bazaar, sponsored by the parishioners. Ideal weather and huge crowds made 
the day a success. A profit of $1,500.00 was made on the bazaar. The school children got out of 
school the next day.

The parish celebrated it Diamond Jubilee, Seventy-fifth Anniversary, August 31, 1958. The jubilee 
Mass was celebrated at noon. Rev. Raymond Micek, O.F.M., was celebrant with Rev. Cornelius Liss, 
O.F.M., as deacon, and Rev. Reynold Jarecki, O.F.M., as sub-deacon. A dinner and reception were 
held at the parish hall, after the Mass. Such honorable guest, the Very Rev. Msgr. Daniel Sheehan, 
Rev. John Michalak, Rev. Virgil Walkowiak, Rev. Stanley Zukowski, the Very Rev. Father Walter, and 
Rev. Adrian Liss, O.F.N., attended and participated in the gala affair.

Father George Mikulski retired as pastor of Saint Stanislaus on January 18, 1961, due to age and 
poor health creeping up on him. He came from Seiny, Poland, as a young boy to the United States. 
After taking his religious vows, he was assigned to several parishes before coming to Duncan, where 
he was pastor for 22 years. He spent six months at St. Joseph's Hospital in Omaha, where he died 
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on August 18, 1963. Father George's funeral was on Wednesday, August 21, 1963, at 10:30 A.M. in 
Saint Stanislaus Church. His body lies in the parish cemetery. Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, Archbishop of 
Omaha, was one of the outstanding people present at the burial.

Father Richard Ciurej was Father George's successor. He was transferred on January 19, 1961, but 
came here on January 18, and was officially installed as pastor January 29.

Throughout Father Ciurej’s term as pastor, many changes per¬taining to the parish took place. For 
instance, the parochial was shut down in May, of 1968, due to the lack of nuns. A banquet in the 
honor of the Sisters was given on May 19. The children in grades one through eight receive religious 
instructions one night out of the week, during the regular school year.

When Father Ciurej arrived here there were 78 families in the parish, when he left in 1971, 140 
families belonged. There are various clubs, such as the St. Ann's Club for the women, the Holy Name 
Society for the men, and Youth Club for the teens.

Among the many improvements, the greatest was the remodeling of the church in 1968. Since 
the new changes in the church came about, the altar had to face the people, the main altar, side 
altars, and communion rail were replaced. A rug was installed, statues were repainted along with 
the walls, and other repairs were made. Around March 18, 1971, Father Ciurej was transferred to 
Fullerton, Nebraska. He had been here for ten years and the people were in a melancholy mood 
when he left. The parish is now run by an administrator, Father Clifford Stephens, until a permanent 
pastor is assigned.

 BOOMING BUSINESSES

In 1885, work on a grain elevator was started. Jaeggi and Schupbach, of Columbus, constructed it. It 
could hold a load of 30,000 bushels. At this time other businesses were springing up. C. S. Webster 
ran the general store; Martin Borowiak handled a dry goods and grocery store; and Maler operated 
the commercial Hotel.

Father Clifford Stevens remained at St. Stanislaus Parish until June, 1972. Father Karle Kucera was 
then appointed Pastor and served in that capacity until January, 1977. He was replaced by Fr. Richard 
Wolback, who remained in Duncan for only a few months. In June, 1977, the present Pastor, Rev. 
Joseph A. Miksch was assigned to St. Stanislaus Parish. Under his direction the parish is presently 
undertaking the task of building a long-needed parish center.


