
1

  
  History of St. Philip Church
  75th Anniversary of Church of St. Philip 1906-1981, 
  Minneapolis, MN.  CAP at Orchard Lake. 

The Church of St. Philip was incorporated on January 22, 1906. The Articles of Incorporation were 
signed by John Ireland, Bishop of the St. Paul Diocese; Anatole Oster, Vicar General of the Diocese, 
and Henry Jajeski, Pastor of the Parish of St. Philip. Rev. Henry Jajeski was pastor at the Church of 
Holy Cross in Northeast Minneapolis. St. Philip's Church became a mission of Holy Cross Parish. 
Rev. Stephan Zdechlik is usually accredited as the founding pastor, but Rev. Henry Jajeski was pastor 
until the church was built.

In January of 1906 services for parishioners of the Church of St. Philip were held in Bohemian Hall, 
which is now Northside Auditorium at 23rd and Washington Avenue North. The frame structure 
for the first church and school was started in 1908 at the present location of 26th and Bryant Ave. 
North. The building was financed by collections from the parishioners, a slow process as the com-
munity was not well-off. The building was finished in 1910.

The parish was made up almost entirely of Polish people until the 1940's and 1950's. The first 
secretary of the parish was Valentine Halek, the first treasurer was John Rys. They were elected in 
March of 1906.

The first person on record as baptized was Francis Masson on December 6, 1908. The second bap-
tism recorded on December 27, 1908, was Francis Slovak, presently a parishioner at St. Philip's. In 
1912 there were 75 baptisms, and in 1913 there were 89, compared with 25 to 30 average for the 
1970's. Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kitt were the first couple married in 1909 in Bohemian Hall. Mrs. Kitt 
was fifteen years old at the time (she lied about her age). As of today Mary Kitt is a member of our 
parish. From 1909 to 1930 there was an average of 15 marriages per year in comparison to 8 or 
9 per year since 1970. In 1911 Stanislaus Bielarczyk was the first person buried from the church.

The rectory was purchased in 1914. Up until 1921 the convent was a very small cabin-like building 
that was located at 2511 Bryant Avenue North on the church property facing Bryant. On August 
15, 1921, the church purchased property known as Lot 7, Block 15 — Highland Park addition, from 
Andrew Norstrum for the sum of $9,000 including the lot and the "corner house," as it was later 
called. The small house was moved to the rear of the school and used as an annex to the school. 
The following year each parishioner was assessed $25.00 to help pay for the new convent. In 1950 
permission was granted to spend $2,000 to reconstruct the convent, at which time sleeping quarters 
were added in the attic. The last nun lived in the convent in 1972. The following year a Manalive 
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Worker used the premises for his home and working quarters. Since that time this building has been 
used for Religion Classes... our present CCD and social gatherings of youth.

In 1928 a parish hall was added in the basement of the church. This made social gatherings and 
activities such as card parties, annual communion breakfast, meetings, etc., more feasible and 
available to the parishioners. Each of these additions was necessary, but had to be added gradually. 
As soon as work and planning on one thing was finished something new was started.

 School

St. Philip School opened in 1911 with 4 Franciscan Sisters of Sylvania, Ohio, teaching 150 students 
enrolled at that time. There were 8 grades — each sister teaching 2 grades. The Franciscan Sisters 
taught until 1920 when the School Sisters of Notre Dame took charge and taught until the school 
closed in 1972. In 1925 the 9th and 10th grades were added, as well as another teacher. The school 
was in the same building as the church — 4 classrooms. In 1921 when the new convent was pur-
chased the small building that had been the convent was moved to the rear of the school building 
and the 9th and 10th grades met in it. These grades were dropped in the early '60's. Double classes 
continued until 1970 when this was no longer allowed and it was necessary to drop 7th and 8th 
grades — these students were sent to St. Anne's School.

In the 10 years before the school was closed because of lack of students, many changes were made. 
Two classrooms in the basement of the new church made extra space and a school library was begun 
in 1965. The new church basement provided room for a Hot Breakfast and Lunch Program started 
in 1967-68 with Mrs. McFarland, our cook, and Ralph Niedenfuer coordinator. With the shortage 
of nuns, lay teachers came to St. Philip's. In 1969 the Notre Dame nuns threatened to remove their 
teaching nuns, but with the help of the School Principal, Sister Mary Lou, concerned parents, and 
Father Decowski the school was kept open another 3 years.

St. Philip's School closed May 26, 1972. At that time the Parish Board made arrangements with St. 
Anne's, St. Bridget's, and Ascension Schools to accept our students. This arrangement exists today 
with the parish subsidizing for each student in these schools. These students retain contact with the 
parish by making their First Communion and Confirmation here and serving as Altar Boys together 
with our CCD children.

Many of our present-day parishioners are products of the old 8 grade classes, and many, not from 
St. Philip's originally, have fond memories of their 9th and 10th grade classes which they attended 
coming from neighboring parishes.

 Pastors of St. Philip's

The pastor of a church usually sets the mood of the parish and determines the attitudes of the 
parishioners. St. Philip's has had outstanding pastors throughout its history.

 Rev. Stephan Zdechlik (1908-1911)

Father Zdechlik became pastor in 1908 when the church and school were built on 26th and Bryant. 
He is usually credited as being the founder of St. Philip's Parish. He was pastor until 1911.
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 Rev. Ambrose Kryjeski (1911-1914)

Father Kryjeski came to St. Philip's in 1911. He was a very impressionable man. When he gave a 
sermon the parishioners listened and didn't forget the message very easily. He was pastor until 1914.

 Rev. Vincent Yany (1914-1919)

Father Yany became pastor in 1914. He was very interested in parish spirit and unity. His two sisters 
were very helpful to him in this interest. One of his sisters was the organist and the other conducted 
the choir. Together they took care of the music and kept things running smoothly.

 Rev. Frank Rakowski (1919-1962)

"Father Frank," as he was known for over 42 years of pastoral service at St. Philip's, was a man of 
clever mind and great intellectual acumen, who made the "ST. PHILIP" name well-known on many 
levels.

Soon after he arrived here he brought in the School Sisters of Notre Dame to teach in our school. 
The school became a 10 grade institution with Father Frank as teacher of Latin. Each year in the 
spring, it was the duty of each class to build a bridge in the back yard of the rectory. That bridge 
was scaled down from the measurements as translated from Latin in the study of Caesar When the 
bridge was completed, the final test of its sturdiness was made by Father Frank himself. If the bridge 
bore his weight as he walked across, the class had passed its test. Personally, I never witnessed a 
failure, but you can imagine the anxiety of each kid as Father Frank gingerly treaded his way across 
the bridge — and as many of you may recall, Father Frank was no light-weight.

Father Frank Rakowski was a man's man. Some might say that he showed great favoritism to the 
boys at school, especially those who participated in football or boxing. The teams here played 
against teams from private schools in Minneapolis and St. Paul. Senior teams were also well thought 
of in the Park Board Leagues. Many a youngster got his start in the art of self defense by capable 
instructors hired by Father Frank to train his boys.

Father Frank was very active in the Conference of Christians and Jews. One might say that he was 
ahead of his time in promoting and taking part in activities which helped to bring about under-
standing among the various faiths and races in the community. His appearances on the stages of 
many churches and schools with ministers and rabbis were a means of ecumenism long before the 
word became popular. Likewise his annual Brotherhood Dinner brought together young men and 
their leaders from every race in the community at that time.

How can one put together words which can do justice to a man who gave more than forty years of 
his life to serve the people of this parish. Even the best description would be woefully inadequate. 
We are sure that Father Frank would want to be remembered as a man who had a great sense of 
humor and as a priest who was dedicated to serving the people of this parish.

 Rev. Ladislaus Sledz (1962-1970)

In 1962 Reverend Ladislaus Sledz became pastor. Ordained June 10, 1922, he came to St. Philip's 
upon the death of Father Rakowski.



4

"Father Laddie," as he was fondly referred to by his fellow priests and seminarians, visited St. 
Philip's every Wednesday during Father Frank Rakowski's tenure as pastor. He taught religion and 
moral values to the 9th and 10th grades in our school. Since he had received a Doctorate in History 
at Cracow University, Father Sledz and Father Rakowski, who was also a history buff, spent many 
hours sharing the knowledge which each gave to the other concerning the history of Poland, of 
Northeast Minneapolis, and of the Archdiocese of St. Paul. When Father "Laddie" became pastor of 
St. Philip's in 1962 he brought the wealth of his knowledge and experiences with him. His holiness 
was nurtured by suffering and trial while in Europe, and now he was able to share that holiness 
with us. Father was a great preacher who was eloquent as well as dramatic. He spent much time 
preparing his sermons, which he gave not only on Sunday but at various services during the week.

To many Father "Laddie" seemed to be too reserved and also too strict, but to those who really 
knew him, he was the kindest and most charitable person on earth. He did not consider politeness 
and charity to be a weak or effeminate trait, rather he demonstrated that these were admirable 
qualities of a true Christian gentleman. Moreover, Father L.S. Sledz would never turn down a re-
quest to help a fellow priest or to minister to the spiritual needs of the people of his parish flock.

It was under Father Sledz that the parish decided to "build a new church adequate for all its mem-
bers, and a rectory suitable for all their needs and emergencies." The plans for the church on display 
in 1963 in Philadelphia during Liturgical Week received first prize the LECARO MEDAL, which hangs 
in the rectory.

The original price given for the "accomplishment of our goal" was about $483,000, with an addi-
tional $90,000 for altars, pews, baptistery, communion tables, etc. The parish had on hand $200,000 
and permission was received from the Chancery to borrow $300,000. To finance this loan the "St. 
Philip's New Church Appeal and ALL-IN-ONE PROGRAM" was launched. The campaign covered a 3 
year period and established as a standard of giving for each parishioner "as a steward of the Lord" 
at least $1.00 a week for each $1,000 of yearly income and fixed as a minimum standard at least 
$5.00 per week for each wage earner. Father Sledz reported "the campaign was good for our parish; 
good in a most vital kind of Catholic action . . . good in the many sacrifices of time and money which 
the success of the Appeal represented." A grand total of $1,702 per week was pledged.

On one of Father Sledz's trips to Poland he obtained the large picture of OUR LADY OF CZĘSTOCHOWA 
which is our Chapel Shrine at St. Philip's. This painting was touched to the original.

In 1967 under Father Sledz an Advisory Board was formed consisting of 12 parishioners, the pastor, 
and the associate pastor. In 1970 a Financial Committee was organized to supplement this group.

Father Sledz was pastor at St. Philip's until 1970, when he retired to Regina Residence in Hastings. 
He returned to St. Philip's on June 18, 1972 to celebrate his Golden Jubilee, with a Mass, dinner, 
and reception for him in SLEDZ HALL, which was named in his honor.

 Rev. Frank Decowski (1970-1977)

Rev. Frank Decowski was appointed pastor of St. Philip's upon the retirement of Father Sledz. Father 
Decowski came from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church on the West Bank of the Uni¬versity of 
Minnesota.
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He was concerned with parish spirit and wanted to do something to make the parishioners 
happy. In the vestibule of the old church there hung a huge wooden MISSION CROSS started in 
1912. Father had it refinished and hung in the new church on a Sunday in November of 1970 as 
a surprise to the congregation. Many of the people cried when they saw the cross. The MISSION 
CROSS which hangs over our main altar was dedicated in memory of Father Frank Rakowski . . . 
pastor for 43 years.

Dedication of the new church, long postponed, was held on December 13, 1970, with the blessing 
of the cornerstone and Mission Cross by Archbishop Leo Binz.

In April 1971 the Advisory Board and Finance Boards were dissolved and a new PARISH BOARD 
was founded, consisting of the Pastor, Board Chairman, Trustees, Finance Committee, Building and 
Grounds, CCD, Publicity, Ways and Means, and representatives from the parish organizations...  
Polish and English Rosary Units, Men's Club, and St. Philip's Catholic Family Organization (STPCFO).

The years under Father Frank were active ones here at St. Philip's...  the two paintings from above 
the main altar in the old church were touched-up, mounted, and hung in the vestibule of the new 
church. Hand carved Stations of the Cross from Italy were donated by the Rosary Sodalities and 
the chapel was sand blasted to match the rest of the church. In May 1972 a carillon was purchased 
for the church to take the place of the bell tower and the bells that everyone was waiting for. 
The ca- i I Ion rings the Angelus two times a day, calls all to Mass each day, rings at all funerals, 
weddings and at other times, such as playing special hymns for Christmas, Easter, and patriotic 
days. Each time the carillon rings, it does so in memory of our beloved deceased parishioners. This 
project was financed entirely by small donations from individuals in memory of their loved ones.

In January 1974 a new Wick Pipe Organ replaced the old electronic organ which burned out 
before Christmas. The organ was dedicated on March 23, 1975 with an organ concert by Father 
Brian Przybowski, OFM, of Burlington... a beautiful occasion. As with the carillons, this project 
was financed entirely by small donations again in memory of loved ones.

The "second Father Frank" was very supportive of all parish projects and worked very closely with 
all chairpersons. Weekly Bingo was started and the Monthly Senior Citizens' Dinner.

Father Frank left St. Philip's in December 1977 to become pastor of Holy Cross Parish.

 Father Jerome J. Janski (1977- )

Father Jerome J. Janski came to St. Philip's from St. Therese of Deephaven upon the transfer of 
Father Decowski. Father Jerry was a familiar face to the parish as he had served as an associate 
pastor under Father Frank Rakowski. Father retained all the parish organizations and Parish Board, 
and the Festivals and Bingo have been very successful. His efforts have been channeled toward 
preserving and enhancing the beautiful traditions and liturgies of St. Philip Parish and its Polish 
heritage.
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 VOCATIONS FROM ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH:

Father Alexander Bednarczyk, OFM 
Father Wayne Hornicek 
Father Robert Katzmarek 
Father Matthew Lunzer, SVD 
Father Valentine Myslicki, OFM 
Father William Ozark
Father John Sliwa 
FatherJohn Soltis, MM 
Father Theophil Szymanski 
Father Michael Zawalnicki

 Daughters from St. Philip's

 School Sisters of Notre Dame:

Sister M. Lucille Berg 
Sister M. Lucille Legierski 
Sister M. Eulalia Luberda 
Sister M. Laurentine Lubinski 
Sister M. Clarice Marie Norby 
Sister M. Petronilla Turski

 Franciscan Sisters of Sylvania, Ohio:

Sister M. Clarita Bielarczyk 
Sister M. Perpetua Gacek 
Sister M. Agatha Glowczak 
Sister M. Helena Konkol 
Sister M. Bernarda Pastwa 
Sister M. Florentine Rys 
Sister M. Ann Cecile Stanoski 
Sister M. Loyola Stecz 
Sister M. Ann Joachim Wolcenski 
Sister M. Ramona Wolcenski 
Sister M. Victoria Zandlo


