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Rev. Michael F. Mackowiak, Rector, 
St. John Cantius Parish - Windber, Penna. 

The Rev. Michiael F. MackoWiak, present rector of the St. John 
Cantius Parish, Windber, Penna., was born September 18, 1894 in 
the quaint mining town of Drifton, Pa., Luzerne Co. His father, 
Louis Mackowiak, and mother, Mary Kaleta, Mackowiak, were God-
fearing people and greatly respected in the community. They ware 
one of the first Polish settlers in the locality. After living a tew 
years in that haven of peace and quietude they moved to the Bor-
ough of Freeland. There, it was, that Father Michael began his 
elementary education in the local schools. At that time vacation for 
boys usually meant work in the coal breaker. Father Michael, like 
all the work-loving lads, spent th,e summer months working tor 
only six cents an hour. With ten hours of continuous and labor-
ious work the great sum of sixty cents was received. 

Fath'er Michael after having completed his elementary course 
attended the Mining Mechanical School—a private High School 
for boys in Freeland; a gift of the Angel of the Coal Fields, Mrs. 
B. Coxe. 

Inheriting his parents' God-fearing and religious qualities and 
heeding the urge to follow the priesthood, Rev. Father Mackowiak, 
journeyed to St. Mary's College and Polish Seminary at Orchard 
Lake, Michigan. While a student at the Seminary, Father Macko-
wiak was a competent conductor of the Seminary Orchestra and 
also taught music to the college students. This enabled him to de-
fray the expenses for his education. 

Father Mackowiak was ordained to the priesthood by the late 
Most Reverend Bishop Michael F. Gallegher on June 20, 1920. Pres-
ent at the solemn ceremony for Ordination were the happy parents 
and family; tearfully and joyously giving thanks to Almighty God 
for the great privilege of witnessing their son and brother perform-
ing the Holy Sacrifice at His Son's altar. 

After a birief stay with his family, Rev. Mackowiak departed 
to Ms first assignment as an Assistant to Very Rev. Dembinski of 
St. Casimir's Parish, Johnstown, Penna. The Pastor, being ill and 
unable to cope with the arduous duties,, the work of the parish was 
allotted to the young and zealous priest. Rev. Dembinski left for 
Europe thus leaving Father Mackowiak as Administrator for twen-
ty-two months. During that time the debts were liquidated and a 
<reserve was handed to the in coming pastor after Rev. DembinskiV 

'resignation from thte pastorate. 

St. Ann's Parish, Holsopple, Pa. was Father Mackowiak's first 



pastorate, where he labored zealously for sixteen years. During 
this time he also served as Pastor of Holy Cross Church, Jerome, 
Pa. Although, fire,« depression, and flood struck his parish yet with 
God's 'heVp and wholehearted cooperation of «he parishioners a 
church was erected, the recotry rebuilt, the Mission property put in 
excellent condition and debt liquidated. 

In 1941 Rev. Mackowiak was transferred to the St. Anthony's 
Parish in South Fork, Pa. by His Excellency Most Rev. R. T. Guil-
foyle where after ashort time, he sttcceeded in reorganizing the 
parish and putting it in excellent condition through Tiis diligent 
efforts and ardent zeal. 

¡Finally in May; 1942, Father Mackowiak was assigned by His 
Excellency to the pastorate and reorganization of a larger and 
heavily indebted parish—St. John Cantius, here in Windber, Penna. 
This work Father Mackowiak tackled with admirable energy and 
vigor. Working zealously and untiringly at St. John Cantius Par-
ish, he is ever vigilant and solicitous for his parishioners and the 
parish buildings which are a distinct asset to the community. 

The parishioners of St. John Cantius have whole-heartedly co-
operated with their Pastor and it is their fond hope that God spar-
ing their Pastor's good health, he shall be able to make it one of 
the best in the Diocese of Altoona. 

Because of Father Mackowiak's earnestness and deep devotion 
to the Catholic- Church, his efforts in arranging edifying services 
and because of his agreeable sympathetic nature and personal 
charm, Father Mackowiak tías earned ior himself the good will and, 
respect of the entire parish membership, wWich notes his efforts, 
his aspirations, and is deeply appreciative for his capable manage-
ment of parish affairs. His contriubtion to local civic activities, has 
also endeared him to people outside his congregation. Father Mack-
owiak believes in his community, and as a result is always promin-
ently in the forefront in all local endeavors. His eagerness to serve 
every noble cause is infectious, and his good, sound judgment is 
much sought after and aids immensely in the successful prosecu-
tion of every enterprise, so much so, that Rev. Mackowiak enjoys 
a popularity and respect seldom equaled. 

It is, therefore, our sincere, heartfelt wish that the occasion of 
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary in the Priesthood of our beloved Pas-
tor become a day of satisfaction and pride in a task well done. In 
sincere humility before God, we beseech His divine favour upon a 
zealous, indefatigable priest, devoted to his flock, and to grant him 

'many years1 of continuing administration of our parish, beloved and 
respected by'the superiors of his Church, and laity alike, so that he 
may continae to long enjoy his work among us—arid for us. 


